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Owned by Midtown locals
Support your local business owners

SHOP LOCAL!

3163 Middlefield Rd.  
PALO ALTO

Next to AJ’s Quick Clean & Philz Coffee

Located in Midtown Palo Alto

 Middlefield Rd
Alma Street
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WINTER 
LODGE

Case Price

$2499 
12 BOTTLES
SAVE $96

Rombauer 
Zin / Merlot

Century is not responsible for typo’s or misprints in the advertisements.

per bottle

BILLECART 
Sale 
Price

$3999 
Save $20

Brut

$5999 

Sale 
Price

Save $20

Rose

Rombauer 
CHARDONNAY

WITH PURCHASE OF 12 BOTTLE CASE

SAVE $120
12 BOTTLE 

CASE SALE

$2999 750ml  
Reg. $39.99

PER BOTTLE
Per Bottle Sale

$3299 
750ml 
Reg. 

$39.99

Sale Price

$2999 
Save $17

Prisoner

BEST PRICES IN TOWN!

Sale Price

$1299 
Save $5

Butter 
Chardonnay

Sale Price

$1299 SAVE $4

Stella 
Artois

12pk

Rejuvenate your skin 
with the Perfecta VBeam Laser

Perfecta can do it all
From rejuvenation by correcting red and brown 

skin discoloration, to eliminating virtually all vascular 

and pigmented lesions. The Perfecta features 

advanced micro-pulse technology for treating 

various spot sizes, and our patented Dynamic 

Cooling Device™ (DCD™) cooling system, which 

all but eliminates patient downtime.

Duke T. Khuu, MD. 
FAAD Board Certified Dermatologist

• Stanford MD
• State-of-the-Art 

Technology

889 Castro St, Mtn. View, CA  
(650) 969-5488  

200 Jose Figueres Ave. Suite 465,
San Jose, CA (408) 729-5488

DERMATOLOGY
D E N T I S T R Y

www.khuudermatology.com

• Advanced Procedures
• 10+ Years of Experience
• Uncompromising Standards

We accept 
Medicare, PPO’s 
and most HMO’s.

PERFECTA 
VBEAM LASER

For a limited time only, offer expires 08-31-15

Buy 5 GET 1 FREE
Facial/Neck/Chest Redness Treatment 

with Vbeam Pulse Dye Laser

Excellence in medical, 
surgical, laser + cosmetic 

dermatology
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Theater ReviewDaily
Post
Daily

As part of its summer celebration of 
English playwright, actor and song-
writer Noel Coward, Stanford Reperto-
ry Theater opened on Thursday a cab-
aret evening featuring 20 of Coward’s 
songs. Called “Cowardly Custard,” the 
show was fi rst produced in London in 
1972, a year before Coward died.

Although Coward is best remem-
bered as the playwright of “Blithe 

Spirit,” “Private Lives,” 
“Hay Fever” and “De-
sign for Living,” he also 
acted in many plays 
and fi lms, and wrote 
hundreds of songs. In 
the current 75-minute 
show, Stanford offers 
20 of these songs, sung 
by four actors dressed 
in evening wear, and 
backed by a three-piece 

nightclub combo.
Set designer Annie Dauber has 

turned Stanford’s black box Nitery 
into a cozy boite from decades past. 
Audience members sit at small round 
tables, dimly lit by lamps of varying 
and striking design. 

Although perhaps less posh than 
the venues Coward often haunted, the 
Bohemian songwriter would have been 
at home. And listening to his music 
is like sitting in your grandfather’s 
attic, playing old 78 rpm phonograph 
records on the Victrola.

The show opens with Coward’s 

song “Has Anybody Seen Our Ship?” 
Here four drunken revelers in fancy 
evening dress, on shore from a cruise, 
stumble around looking for their ship.

A debate about the songs
This reminds us that, although 

Coward was not born into privilege, he 
became a teenage theater performer, 
where he met the upper-crust partying 
class of the 1920s, about whom he 
then wrote most of his songs and plays 
over a very successful career.

The storyline for “Cowardly Cus-
tard” is thin — basically just an excuse 
for the songs. Early on one performer 
argues that the songs are too incon-
sequential and out-of-date to make a 
successful cabaret production. 

Another notes that Coward was a 
piano player but not a strong singer 
and was known for talking his own 
lyrics, rather than singing them.

The performers debate their song 
list, consider some options, and turn 
quickly to “I Went to a Marvelous Par-

ty”— one of Coward’s most famous 
numbers, in which the catty singer 
(Dante Belletti) recounts his pleasure 
at the embarrassing actions of various 
acquaintances making fools of them-
selves at a drunken debauch.

In “Stately Homes,” Andre Amaroti-
co mocks aristocratic twits of the early 
20th century, who were patrician-born 
and Eton-educated, but who fell into 
fi nancial distress and tried to keep the 
old family estates solvent by selling 
Anthony Van Dyck paintings.

‘Mad about the Boy’
One highlight is “Mad about the 

Boy,” a torch song about the joys and 
pains of sometimes requited, some-
times unrequited love. (Coward was  
gay.)

Later, director Brendon Martin stag-
es “You Were There” with open gender 
options. Among the two women and 
two men on stage, who loves whom?

“Cowardly Custard” is a quick 
tutorial of songs by one of England’s 
most successful theater artists. But just 
as it’s fun to root through your grand-
parents’ trunks in the dusty attic, when 
you close the trunks, the songs go si-
lent, and only the memories linger on.

For information and tickets, visit 
repertorytheater.stanford.edu. John 
Angell Grant is the 

Post’s theater critic. Email him at 
johnangellgrant@gmail.com.

John
Angell
Grant

‘COWARDLY CUSTARD’ — Samantha Rose Williams sings in “Cowardly Cus-
tard” at the Nitery Theater at Stanford.

‘Cowardly Custard’ offers vintage songs


